Sovereign Hill discovery tour map:

EXHIBIT
Linton Cottage Gardens

EXHIBIT
Wain’s Cottage Food
Storage and
Preparation

EXHIBIT
Davidsons Cottage

EXHIBIT
Chambers Cottage

THEN & NOW
SPEEDWELL STREET – HOME LIFE TOUR
Enrich your ‘Then & Now’ education experience by exploring
museum exhibits and questions with your students during your
visit. These exhibits can be explored either before or after your
education session.
In ‘Then and Now’, students experience the life of their ancestors to
connect, compare and contrast the differences between childhood now
and in the 1850s.
Sovereign Hill is a living museum featuring re-created gold rush
buildings, streetscapes, technologies and fashions in addition to original
19th century artefacts. Every exhibit in this museum has been carefully
researched to ensure Ballarat’s famous gold rush is represented as
accurately as possible.
This is a Victorian Curriculum-aligned teaching and learning
resource designed by the Sovereign Hill Museums Association’s
Education Officers.

LINTON COTTAGE
Gardens

WAIN’S COTTAGE
Food Storage and Preparation

CHAMBERS COTTAGE
Family Space

DAVIDSONS COTTAGE
Cleaning and Cooking

Just behind Linton Cottage is a gold rush
garden. Growing fruit and vegetables of your
own was sometimes the only way of having
them in your diet, if you were poor. Mostly
gardens were devoted to potatoes; the rest to
cabbages, parsnips and beans, with apples,
pears and soft fruit trained against the house.
People would grow vegetables and herbs (e.g.
Parsley, Sage, and Thyme) to use in their
cooking and for medicinal purposes.
Peppermint was grown in cottage gardens for
cooking and used for cleaning your teeth after
dinner (this is where the term after dinner mint
is derived from)
All hoeing, weeding and gathering would be the
task of the women and children.

Wain’s cottage is a small timber cottage lived in
the late 1850’s. In the house there is no plumbing
or taps in the kitchen and both the kitchen and
laundry are located at the back of the house.
Women would cook with an open fire while this
was quite warm in summer; it would have kept
the house cosy in winter. There was no electricity
and no refrigeration instead, we have a meat
safe. Women in the1850’s would make their own
butter using a butter churn and butter paddle (A
technology that saved time). A small garden
outside would have provided herbs and
vegetables to cook with. Women would also
make preserves and pickle food to last between
the seasons, and due to the lack of refrigeration.

Chambers’ cottage is a single gable cottage that
would have been found in Ballarat in the late 1850’s.
This house has two rooms. Like most cottages in
that period, this house has an outhouse (outside
toilet), however the family used the chamber pot
(toilet pot located under the bed) when it was too
cold to go outside. There was no indoor plumbing,
no taps, sinks or drains and contents of the chamber
pot would be thrown out in the garden, or into the
outhouse. Even though the flushable toilet was
invented in 1596, it was not until 1851 when they
became popular in England and much later in
Ballarat.

This cottage has an added gable, for extra space
for a growing family and would be a cottage of a
mining engineer during the goldrushes. This
cottage would be a home of a wealthier family and
this can be seen the family having an external
laundry and an extensive kitchen. Some of the
wealthier families on the goldfields had laundry
rooms with copper tubs, in which they would do
their washing of clothes; this would be done by
boiling up water in the copper metal pot. Large
tongs were used for lifting items out of the water
when it was very hot, often scalding hot. Women
from poorer families mainly did their laundry by
hand in a washtub. Washing was usually done
outside and water was fetched from the creek.
Women usually washed in cold water as heating up
water was time consuming and difficult.

Questions to explore:

Questions to explore:

Questions to explore:

Questions to explore:

What can you see in the garden that would
scare away the birds from eating the plants?

What food can you see that are preserved in
this kitchen?

Ask the students to locate the bathing and toilet
facilities in this house. Why might this house
have both an inside and an outside toilet?

What do you see in the cottage that people
would clean their house with? Ask the children
how they think people in the old days would
clean their rugs.

A scarecrow. Ask the students where the
scarecrow is in the garden and talk about the
name ‘scare’ ‘crow’.
What vegetables/plants can you see being
grown in the garden?
Ask the students to see if they know any of the
plants growing in the garden. What crops would
people grow in winter compared to summer?

On the kitchen shelves, you can see preserved
lemons, pickled onions, and jams.
Can you see where people in the olden days
used to store their food? What do we use
today?
Look up for the meat safe. The meat safe would
be placed somewhere shaded with a breeze
within the kitchen.

Outside is the outdoor toilet and under the bed is the
chamber pot. The chamber pot would have been
used over the outdoor toilet at night-time and when
it was too cold to go outside.
Let the children investigate if this house has any
plumbing (eg, sinks, taps or drains), compared
to their house. How many bedrooms does this
cottage have?
Many children had to sleep in their parents rooms in
smaller cottages. Ask the students how many
bedrooms their house has in comparison.

Look in this house for rug beaters, feather
dusters, buckets, brushes and brooms.
Look inside the kitchen of this house. Ask
children what they can see that is similar to
their kitchen at home and what may be different.

